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‘TIS SAID:
ATTHE BEGINNING OF REMOTE ANTIQUITY, where?
WHO WASTHERE TO TRANSMITTHE TALE?
WHEN ABOVE AND BELOW HAD NOTYETTAKEN SHAPE, here
BY WHAT MEANS COULDTHEY BE EXAMINED?
WHEN DARKNESS AND LIGHT WERE OBSCURED, how
WHO COULD FATHOMTHEM?
WHEN PRIMAL MATTER WASTHE ONLY FORM, what

HOW COULD IT BE RECOGNIZED?

BRIGHTNESS BECAME BRIGHT AND DARKNESS DARK; why
WHAT HAS CAUSEDTHEMTO BE LIKETHIS?

YIN ANDYANG COMMINGLE; maybe
WHAT WAS BASIC, WHAT TRANSFORMED?

HOW WASTHE CORDTIEDTOTHE HUB? I

HOW WAS THE HEAVENLY POLE ADDED TO THEM? am
WHAT DID THE EIGHT PILLARS HOLD UP? not
WHY WASTHERE A GAP INTHE SOUTHEAST? sure
WHAT VIRTUE HATHTHE MOON, if
THAT IT DIES ANDTHEN IS REBORN AGAIN?
WHAT BENEFIT ISTHERE you
TO HARBOUR A BUNNY IN ITS BELLY?
BLACK WATERS, DARKTOES, can
ANDTHREE DANGERS —WHERE ARETHEY?
THEYEARS EXTEND WITHOUT DEATH: understand
WHAT ISTHE LIMIT OF LONGEVITY?
WHERE DOESTHE MERMAN LIVE? what
WHERE DOES THE MONSTER BIRD DWELL? she
WHY DIDYlI SHOOT DOWNTHE SUNS? is
WHY DID CROW FEATHERS FALL FROMTHEM? saying

Delicacies of the Far East
Translated by Victor H. Mair
Attributed to Chu Yuan (340-278 BC)
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